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1877. repudiated the Protocol as Inconsistent with the
April 24. Treaty of Paris, and a fortnight later Russia de-
ifeSlion dared war. In a Circular Note addressed to the
ofwar' other Great Powers, Prince Gortschakoff justified

this step, and the invasion of Turkey, as well in
Asia as in Europe, which Immediately followed it,
on the ground that the Turkish Government, by

rejecting the London Protocol, had defied united
Europe. Russia therefore was acting on behalf of
Europe as a whole. To this document England
alone replied Lord Derby, who throughout the
negotiations adhered to the principle of peace as

Mayi. the greatest of British interests, protested against
the claim of Russia to express the wishes and rights

Lord p      of Europe.     " It cannot be expected," he wrote,

prSt! " that Her Majesty's Government should agree in
this view," On the contrary, he and his colleagues
regarded the presence of Russian forces on Turkish
frontiers as an obstacle to internal reform, and they
held that the plight of the Christian populations
would not be Improved by war.1 They had
certainly not been Improved by the Conference or
the Protocol, and the mobilisation of the Russian
army had not prevented the assemblage of a Turkish
Parliament. The most credulous of philo-Turkish
sentimentalists could hardly believe that the Porte
would yield to persuasion after the failure of three
distinct efforts In which all the Powers had joined.
Precipitate Russia may have been. Biirt^th^r^af^
circumstances of extreme danger and necessity in
which precipitancy becomes a virtue, and patience
a vice.

Gtodstone's      Such was the opinion of Mr. Gladstone.   But Mr.

iso*atCe s Gladstone was no longer Leader of the Liberal party,

1 Lord Derby added that the maintenance of free passage through the
Suez Canal was a British interest,, and that England could not regard
with indifference any change In the ownership of Constantinople. On
both points Prince Gortschakoff gave satisfactory assurances.